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E-ATLAS "UKRAINE. CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE":

EXPERIENCE OF CREATION



FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM
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An important 
consequence of such 
a decision could be 
the acceleration of 
Ukraine's 
implementation of 
international legal 
obligations and 
tasks (including the 
European Landscape 
Convention) in 
connection with the 
official acquisition of 
candidate status for 
EU membership.

3

Addressing this 
situation must be 
an essential part of 
Ukraine's post-war 
reconstruction 
strategy, and must 
be ensured through 
the further 
implementation of 
state cultural, 
environmental and 
urban planning 
policies in strategic 
and spatial planning 
at various levels.

2

The condition of 
cultural 
landscapes is a 
long-standing 
concern, which 
has been 
significantly 
exacerbated by 
full-scale armed 
russian
aggression 
against Ukraine

1

Ukraine possesses 
a vast cultural and 
natural heritage, 
but lags 
significantly behind 
in the application of 
the cultural 
landscape 
approach, which is 
recognised as one 
of the fundamental 
and effective tools 
for heritage 
conservation
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AN ELECTRONIC ATLAS "UKRAINE. CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE"



THE MAIN 
TASKS ARE:

A

B

E

Inventory and analysis of international 
legislation and experience in the field of 
cultural landscapes’ approach 
implementation

ELECTRONIC MAPPING OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE OF UKRAINE



ELECTRONIC MAPPING OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE OF UKRAINE

A

B

C

Development of the methodology of cultural 

landscapes’ heritage analysis and assessment 

(cultural landscapes heritage of Ukraine as a subject 

area of research, conceptualization and 

identification of its structural components, 

systematization, typology)

THE MAIN 
TASKS ARE:



B

C

D

Development of the GIS data 
base of cultural landscapes 
of Ukraine

THE MAIN 
TASKS ARE:

ELECTRONIC MAPPING OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE OF UKRAINE



C

D

E

Creation of an e-Atlas "Ukraine. 

Cultural landscape heritage"THE MAIN 
TASKS ARE:

ELECTRONIC MAPPING OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE OF UKRAINE



A

D

E

Recommendations and proposals for 

strengthening the role and importance of 

cultural landscapes approach in the field of 

protection of natural and cultural heritage 

of Ukraine

THE MAIN 
TASKS ARE:

ELECTRONIC MAPPING OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE OF UKRAINE



THE DEFINITIONS OF "CULTURAL LANDSCAPE" AND "CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPE HERITAGE"

Thus, in this study, for the purposes of mapping, a cultural landscape is understood as a holistic

image of a cultural and natural territorial formation that is a joint product of the historical and

modern interaction of a given society and the environment of outstanding cultural significance,

which is valued and protected for its cultural (material and spiritual) and natural qualities.

The cultural value of a protected landscape is primarily determined by the value of tangible and

intangible cultural heritage objects as an integral part and the main factor in shaping the image

of its territory.

The set of cultural landscapes covered by the existing territorial, organizational

and legal forms and mechanisms for the protection of cultural and natural

heritage at the international, national and local levels constitutes the cultural
landscape heritage of Ukraine.



The purpose of the Atlas is to form, structure and 

visualize up-to-date spatial information and 

knowledge about the most significant part of the 

cultural landscape potential of Ukraine and its regions, 

which is protected as objects and territories of 

cultural and natural heritage

This is an opportunity to present an information about 

the country's protected landscapes, to present this 

national cultural wealth, to present a holistic picture of 

the cultural landscape potential of regions. It’s a tool for 

obtaining its comprehensive analysis and assessment for 

further use in planning

All types of information resources were used to 

create the Atlas: maps, texts, photos etc.

The interactive atlas contains 39 electronic maps.

GIS database was created. 

The Atlas presents  2000 of the most 

significant cultural landscapes 

The creation an e-atlas "Ukraine. Cultural 

Landscape Heritage“ as one of the initial 

stages towards accelerating the pace of 

practical implementation and 

popularization of cultural landscapes 

approach in Ukraine

AN ELECTRONIC ATLAS "UKRAINE. CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE“



INFORMATION STRUCTURING

THEMATIC SPATIAL

Mapping level:

Global

National

Regional

Local

PREFACE

UKRAINE IN THE EUROPEAN HUMANITARIAN SPACE

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: GLOBAL SIGNIFICANCE

Outstanding cultural landscapes of Ukraine: UNESCO

The most popular cultural landscapes: Seven Wonders of 

Ukraine

Cultural landscape zoning of Ukraine

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: UKRAINE

Garden park landscapes

Historical landscapes

Defense architectural landscapes

War and military historical landscapes

Historical archaeological landscapes

Sacred (religious) landscapes

Industrial, engineering-transport and scientific-technical 

landscapes

Ethno-cultural landscapes

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: REGIONS

INFORMATIONAL SOURCES

ATLAS USER MANUAL



Examples of maps:

Europe. States

The thematic block "UKRAINE IN THE 

EUROPEAN HUMANITARIAN SPACE" reflects the 

position of the Ukrainian nation among other 

European nations in terms of its basic 

characteristics (national, linguistic, religious 

composition), the accumulation of objects of 

cultural, historical and natural value, and the 

development of cultural ties.



Examples of maps:

Outstanding cultural 

landscapes of Ukraine: 

UNESCO

The thematic block "CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: 

GLOBAL SIGNIFICANCE" presents significant 

cultural landscapes of Ukraine, primarily those 

included in the UNESCO World Heritage List and 

candidates for inclusion. In addition, a map of the 

most significant cultural landscapes based on the 

results of the All-Ukrainian public campaigns. The 

section concludes with the map  of culture 

landscape zoning.



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE ZONING OF UKRAINE

14 cultural landscape lands (kraj)

52 cultural landscape macrodistricts

26 cultural landscape regions have been identified as a separate taxon, outside of the

hierarchy, according to the administrative-territorial division of the country



Examples of maps:

Palace-park and 

manor-park 

landscapes

The thematic block "CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: 

UKRAINE" section presents the most significant 

cultural landscapes of the country for the 

purpose of popularization, which will require the 

disclosure of many topics and will cover a 

significant number of maps accompanied by 

explanatory texts, attributive and reference 

information, illustrations, etc.



The typological classification of cultural landscapes presented in the 

Atlas of CLH consists of 30 types, united into 8 groups by subject areas:

palace-parks and manor-parks

scientific and educational parks

memorials 

recreational parks

fortresses

castles

defensive churches and monasteries

cathedrals and temples 

monasteries

landscapes of sacred natural and 

sacred places



The typological classification of cultural landscapes presented in the 

Atlas of CLH consists of 30 types, united into 8 groups by subject areas:

industrial

agrarian-industrial

engineering-transport

scientific-technical

war historical 

military historical 



The typological classification of cultural landscapes presented in the 

Atlas of CLH consists of 30 types, united into 8 groups by subject areas:

ethnographic museums

museum estateshistorical

archaeological



The maps of the section "CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: REGIONS" 

are intended to show the peculiarities of the distribution of 

cultural landscapes at the regional level. It characterizes 14 

cultural landscape lands (kraj) and 52 cultural landscape 

macrodistricts

Examples of maps:

Carpathian Kraj



Architecture of the Atlas framework solutions (AtlasSF)



KEY SOFTWARE AND TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

To implement the Atlas Concept, the AtlasSF (Atlas Solution Framework) was used, 

which consists of eight patterns and one framework:

ptnAtUserInterface - the atlas user interface pattern

ptnAtTreeSolution - the content/solution tree pattern of the atlas

ptnAtMapComponent - pattern of the map component of the atlas

ptnAtThematicMap - the pattern of thematic maps of the atlas

ptnAtDocTemplates - a pattern of non-map content, i.e., atlas document templates (such as HTML 

document, photos, graphics, etc.)

ptnAtBaseMap - atlas base map pattern

ptnAtSearch - an atlas search pattern

ptnAtWorkSpace - an atlas workspace (view) pattern

frmAtArchitecture - atlas architecture framework that unites all the above patterns

The complexity of the Atlas development was that, on the one hand, it is intended for reproduction and distribution of WEB-

oriented cartographic images, and therefore the relevant rules and restrictions (technical and software) apply to it. On the other 

hand, when creating maps, we also have to take into account the rules and limitations of cartographic modelling - classification, 

selection and generalisation of mapping objects, formation of thematic content of the atlas and individual maps, modelling and 

application of conventional symbols, etc.



FUNCTIONALITY OF THE ATLAS. A BRIEF OVERVIEW



It is planned that the research 

results will contribute to :

Identification, 

protection, preservation 

and use of cultural 

landscapes of Ukraine 

as objects of cultural 

and natural heritage

Provision of widely 

available scientific, 

methodical and 

informational support 

for monument 

protection and nature 

protection activities

Attracting public attention to the 

urgent need to protect and 

popularize cultural landscapes and 

broad involvement of local 

communities and the population in 

solving the problems of cultural 

landscapes

Development of thematic mapping 

of cultural landscapes, formation of 

subject database and geographic 

information system, use as a modern 

tool of regional and local socio-

economic and spatial development

Popularization of unique cultural 

landscapes, increasing of their 

recognition and role as visual 

representation within the country 

and abroad, forming and 

popularizing a representative 

cultural image (brand) of regions
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Thank You for Attention!

Kateryna.Polyvach@gmail.com

Institute of geography  SLOVAK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Institute of geography NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF   

UKRAINE
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